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FOREWORD

Each year, as | reflect on the work of the Centre for Pesticide Suicide
Prevention (CPSP), | am reminded how deeply this issue touches lives.
Behind every data point we collect is a person, a family and a community
affected by the easy availability of highly hazardous pesticides.

This year, our team has grown in reach, expertise and numbers. We've
expanded collaborations into new regions, built trusted relationships with
regulators, researchers and front-line health workers and supported
governments in taking meaningful steps to restrict access to the most
lethal pesticides.

In particular, we have deepened our work across Africa and South America
with new projects and partnerships in over a dozen countries. In Africa,
efforts have focused on countries including Ghana, Ethiopia, Eswatini,
Nigeria, Senegal, and Zimbabwe, building strong collaborations with
government agencies and regional partners. In Latin America and the
Caribbean, we've supported Suriname, Honduras, Ecuador, El Salvador,
Guyana, and Trinidad & Tobago with situational analyses, capacity building
and strategies to reduce deaths from highly hazardous pesticides.

Some major moments over the year included carbosulfan being listed in
Annex |1l of the Rotterdam Convention, Pakistan and South Africa banning
pesticides following years of advocacy and evidence from Nepal showing
that suicide deaths have fallen after regulatory action.

But this work is far from over. Toxic pesticides remain easily available,
especially in rural areas of low- and middle-income countries and
meaningful change takes time, trust, and strong partnerships - all of which
have strengthened this year.

Our guiding belief is that all pesticide poisoning deaths are preventable
and those most affected should lead the solutions. To every partner,
colleague and friend of CPSP - thank you. This work only moves forward
because we work together to save lives.
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THE CASE FOR CHANGE

Pesticide self-poisoning is a major global health problem and one of the most common methods of suicide worldwide.
The primary cause is easy access to highly toxic pesticides, particularly in low- and middle-income countries.
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20% global suicides

are a result of pesticide self-

poisoning. the 1960s.

% @

Low intent to die

It is often an act of self-harm, with
low intent to die. Most survivors
do not reattempt.

HOW WE DRIVE CHANGE

PESTICIDE WHICH PESTICIDE
DEATHS PESTICIDE? REGULATORS
O
> M >
We work in We conduct We support the
countries where research to identify work of national
pesticide suicide is the pesticides pesticide
arecognised responsible for regulators
problem deaths

14 million deaths

since the Green Revolution in

Safer alternatives
are available and deadly
pesticides can be removed with
no adverse impact on agriculture.

¢

Rural communities

in low- and middle-income
countries are most at risk.

5\
Pesticide bans

have been highly effective in
preventing deaths (e.g. Sri Lanka,
Bangladesh, South Korea).

REGULATION EFFECT ON HEALTH
(BANS) & AGRICULTURE
We support We measure the

impact of bans on
suicide rates and
crop production

regulatory action
to ban or phase
out lethal
pesticides
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2025 AT A GLANCE
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8 highly hazardous
pesticides banned

Team expansion 13
new staff recruited

Working in 30
countries worldwide
& 15 new projects

9 publications in
peer-reviewed
academic journals

-
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11 film screenings of A.T.M - Any Time Money and Her
Name Was Sita; held across 10 countries worldwide

—— %i | %8
Public Screening of Unmasking Influence: A film Supporting an inception workshop in Nigeria to
about the commercial determinants of health

phase out highly hazardous pesticides
O | L

Welcome to the
Africa
Regional
Consultation

Sharing our work at a CABI meeting in Kenya

Engaging policymakers with our work at a National
Symposium in Kathmandu, Nepal
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OUR GLOBAL REACH

COUNTRY WORK

 Bangladesh - Ecuador * Ghana * Indonesia  * Nepal « South Africa * Trinidad &
« Barbados - ElSalvador - Guyana -« Kenya * Nigeria * SriLanka Tobago
* Brazil  Eswatini * Honduras * Malaysia « Pakistan « Suriname « Uganda
 China « Ethiopia * India * Morocco * Senegal * Tanzania « Zimbabwe

REGIONAL WORK
GROUPINGS OF REGULATORS

] East African Community (EAC)

[ West African Pesticides Registration Committee (WAPRC)

[ Southern African Pesticide Regulators Forum (SAPReF)

Coordinating Group of Pesticide Control Boards of the Caribbean (CGPC)

OTHER REGIONAL COLLABORATORS

« Centre for Environment Justice and Development (CEJAD) - work in southern and east Africa regions
 Pan American Health Organization (PAHO)

« South Asian Clinical Toxicology Research Collaboration (SACTRC)

« The University of the West Indies (UWI) - work in the Caribbean region

« University of Cape Town (UCT) - evaluating surveillance systems & supporting regulation across Africa

INTERNATIONAL COLLABORATORS

» World Health Organization (WHO) « National Taiwan University - statistical analysis
« Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) -« Pesticide Action Network UK (PAN-UK)

- United Nations Environmental Agency (UNEP) - CABI

 National Cheng Kung University - statistical analysis

« University of Bristol - global health and epidemiological research
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BANGLADESH

Our team in Bangladesh has supported the National

Poison Centre to train doctors across the country on how
to improve treatment of poisoning. Seven training sessions

were run in both primary care clinics and secondary
district hospitals. We are also collaborating with the
Ministry of Health to identify lethal pesticides, gather

data, promote safer alternatives, and support regulations.

INDIA

A webinar about the health costs of paraquat use
in India

Photo by Asif Rahman on Unsplash

Tamil Nadu - data collection

Our India team has been collaborating with
Christian Medical College (CMC) Vellore on a
study of pesticide poisoning. This analysis looks
at trends from 2015 to 2025 with the aim of
identifying the most harmful highly hazardous
pesticides to support regulatory activity and
save lives.

Telangana - doctors' association leading change on paraquat use to save lives

Working with the Telangana Association of Doctors
Against Paraquat Poisoning, our colleagues are
supporting their push for a state-wide ban on
paraquat, a highly toxic weed killer that has led to
many deaths. Together, we've looked at the health and
environmental costs of this pesticide and shared clear,
evidence-based information with government officials
to support safer policies.

cPSP —

Partnerships with Osmania Medical College and
Nizam'’s Institute of Medical Sciences are helping
us to study poisoning cases and understand
which pesticides cause the most harm. This work
is guiding stronger safety regulations, improving
how poison cases are monitored and promoting
safer farming practices that will protect both
farmers and communities.
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COUNTRY WORK - ASIA

One Mission | One Goal:
Safer farming

We have started a new collaboration with CABI India
on a new partnership with the Indian Council of
Agricultural Research (ICAR) to reduce pesticide
risks and phase out highly hazardous pesticides from
tomato farming. We are also expanding our network
across India by connecting with like-minded
organisations such as the Better Cotton Initiative,
Pesticide Action Network (PAN) India and Toxic Link.

Tomato farming

Maharashtra - mental health

The Maharashtra Government has invited CPSP
to join a new task force led by the Health
Secretary to better understand the status of
mental health across the state. As part of the
advisory committee, we are helping to identify
projects that can improve mental well-being by
reducing access to lethal pesticides.

Image credit: Leah Utyasheva

CHINA

A new collaboration has been formed with the
National Key Laboratory of Green Pesticides,
Guizhou University, to assess the effectiveness of
pesticide bans on suicide rates in the country. We
have also been collaborating with China’s pesticide
regulators to identify which highly hazardous
pesticides are still causing deaths and plan a study
on how pesticide bans have affected agricultural
output over the last 20 years.

Photo by vishoot on Adobe Stock
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COUNTRY WORK - ASIA

SRI LANKA

CPSP is currently supporting the Government in their
ongoing efforts to ban two highly toxic pesticides -
carbosulfan and profenofos - which are responsible
for more than 60% of all pesticide poisoning deaths in
the country. CPSP contributed to the development of a
National Pesticide Risk Reduction Strategy, aiming to
reduce deaths from pesticide poisoning by 90 per cent
by 2030, with the ultimate goal of achieving zero
pesticide-related deaths in the country by 2035. We
continue to analyse the pesticides implicated in
suicides in rural communities to help guide policies.

Engaging with stakeholders in Pakistan

PAKISTAN

Supporting new regulation

Pakistan has banned six highly hazardous
pesticides and is restricting several others for use
in rice production.

Data collection, supporting farmers and policy reviews

We have been working with the Ministry of
Agriculture, CABI Pakistan, and national and provincial
pesticide authorities. A National Forum has been
established, bringing together key Ministry of
Agriculture officials to strengthen pesticide
management and facilitate dialogue with the Ministry
of Health on pesticide poisoning and deaths.

Through these collaborations, we have co-developed a
new Pesticide Vendors’ Manual which highlights
reducing risks and phasing out highly hazardous
pesticides and contributed to a Pesticide Risk
Reduction Forum being established.

We supported training on pest management and
preventing pesticide-related suicides among

agricultural workers, focusing on use of less toxic
pesticide and ways to reduce harm in addition to
pesticide regulation.

Along with CABI and PAN-UK, we supported a field
survey on pesticide poisoning in rural Punjab. We
are collaborating with Aga Khan University to
establish hospital-based surveillance for pesticide
poisoning cases in Punjab Province.

CPSP supported a tripartite collaboration with
WHO Pakistan and the Ministry of Health to
advance national suicide prevention efforts and
reviewed the National Mental Health Policy to
integrate pesticide suicide prevention.
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COUNTRY WORK - ASIA

NEPAL

Success following evidence-based regulation

Nepal has seen a decline in pesticide-related
suicides since 2019, following the ban of several
highly hazardous pesticides. A study using
information from national and police laboratories
to examine deaths from pesticide poisoning
confirmed this drop, particularly involving
dichlorvos. However, as aluminium phosphide
continues to cause many deaths, we are supporting
a new study to better understand its use and the
reasons its use in lethal poisoning remains high.

INDONESIA

Data Collection - Universitas Gadjah Mada

We have been working with Universitas Gadjah
Mada to identify which pesticides are linked to
intentional poisoning and support authorities in
banning or replacing the most dangerous
compounds. The team at the University has
interviewed stakeholders such as mental health
professionals, clinicians, toxicologists and
community advocates to understand how suicides
are recorded and analysed agriculture, health and
forensic data to identify highly hazardous pesticides
causing unnecessary deaths. Evidence shows
suicides are often under-reported due to stigma.
The team has also reviewed the country’s vast
pesticide market by manually checking thousands

MALAYSIA

We have started working with the Malaysia
National Poison Centre to study pesticide
poisonings to better understand trends to guide
safer regulations and public health strategies

CcPsp —

We are working with PAN UK and agriculture
authorities in Gandaki Province to ask farmers
about their pesticide use and poisoning experiences.
The findings are now being shared with local
authorities to support future safety and prevention
efforts.

of products to see which are banned, restricted or
allowed to guide policy makers in saving lives.

The next phase will complete pesticide classification,
expand fieldwork with hospitals and agricultural offices,
and gather community insights to identify the highest-
risk chemicals. Findings will inform policy, regulatory
recommendations, and a national event supporting
Indonesia’s phase-out of highly hazardous pesticides.

Universitas Andalas

In West Sumatra, we're supporting Universitas
Andalas to reduce pesticide poisoning and pollution
among vegetable farmers.

Malaysia training participation

ANNUAL REPORT 2025 10



COUNTRY WORK - AFRICA

Our work in Africa has expanded this year. We are supporting CEJAD, Pesticides Action Network (PAN) UK, the
University of Cape Town and Unpoison SA. These organisations are working in a number of countries including
Eswatini, Ethiopia, Ghana, Morocco, Nigeria, Senegal and South Africa on data collection to identify pesticides

linked to suicides that could be phased out.

ESWATINI

The Government has banned methomyl, a pesticide
commonly used to self-harm, following an inception
workshop we supported. We've also partnered with
the Ministry of Agriculture, led by CEJAD, to reduce
pesticide-related suicides. We're engaging with
additional organisations to identify and address other
pesticides linked to suicide cases in the country.

Photo from Visme stock library

GHANA

We've been supporting the Ghana Poison Control
Centre (Ministry of Health) to identify pesticides
that are often used in self harm or severe poisoning
cases. We've also supported Pesticide Action
Network (PAN) UK and the Conservation Alliance
to gather data among cocoa farmers to better
understand which pesticides are causing serious
poisoning in this community.

CcPsp —

Engaging with regulators in Eswatini

KENYA

CEJAD is working with the Kenyan government to
collect data on people and animals being poisoned by
hazardous pesticides. Evidence gathered will be
analysed to determine how dangerous pesticides
affect people’s health and wildlife, helping the
government take action to phase out the most
hazardous chemicals. Protecting wildlife is a key
national focus, given its importance to Kenya'’s
tourism.

ETHIOPIA

CPSP is collaborating with Addis Ababa University
and the Ethiopian Public Health Institute to
collect data across several states to identify
harmful pesticides and their link to suicides.
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COUNTRY WORK - AFRICA

SOUTH AFRICA

With the support of CPSP, the Unpoison network has
achieved significant progress toward reducing national
use of highly hazardous pesticides, making farming and
communities safer and strengthening national pesticide
governance.

Successful bans

Unpoison has updated the country’s only public Photo by Damien Patkowski on Unsplash
database of highly hazardous pesticides, contributed to

the government’s decision to ban a highly hazardous

pesticides that had been linked to many deaths,

particularly of children, and has successfully challenged Improving regulation & safer alternatives
applications for exemptions involving seven other

harmful chemicals. Ongoing work includes developing a database of
safer alternatives and a national support
programme to help farmers transition to safer
practices.

Unpoison played an active role in shaping the
Department of Agriculture’s Pesticide Policy
Colloquium. It has influenced key policy
commitments including improving transparency
with pesticide registrations by involving farmers
and civil society, fostering interdepartmental
coordination, and formally adopting a One Health
approach.

Image credit: Heshani Sothiraj Eddleston

Community initiatives

Community initiatives under the UnPoison Our City
campaign have expanded with additional suburbs
adopting pesticide-free management, further raising
public awareness and advancing the movement
toward safer, healthier environments.

Photo by Brandon Bean on Unsplash
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COUNTRY WORK - AFRICA

NIGERIA

The government of Nigeria is taking steps to
significantly reduce pesticide-related suicides and
poisonings, following an inception workshop in
Abuja in September. Regulators and officials are
identifying highly hazardous pesticides and
considering bans. CPSP will be supporting training
activities to strengthen these efforts.

o
¢ ICIOE PREVENTION
J y Weleames

Our colleagues facilitating an inception
workshop in Nigeria

SENEGAL

Pesticide Action Network (PAN) Africa is working
to identify highly hazardous pesticides that cause
serious poisoning and deaths in the country. They
are working with national and regional authorities
to recommend actions such as banning or phasing
out these chemicals and building on existing
pesticide regulations.

Engaging with national stakeholders in
Zimbabwe

ZIMBABWE

CEJAD has completed a study on pesticide
poisonings and hospital admissions for suicide,
identifying highly hazardous pesticides licensed
in the country. The findings were shared at a
national workshop organised by the Ministry of
Agriculture. CEJAD and CPSP have both been
invited to contribute to Zimbabwe's new strategy
to reduce risks from highly hazardous pesticides,
including bans and restrictions on many of the
chemicals identified in the study.

CcPsp —

TANZANIA

CEJAD has completed a survey

identifying pesticides responsible for poisonings in
the country. The findings were shared with key
stakeholders and government officials at a
workshop in January 2025.

MOROCCO

We have started working with the Centre Anti
Poison et de Pharmacovigilance du Maroc
(CAPM) to prevent poisoning and deaths linked
to pesticide exposures and eliminating or
reducing public health harm caused by highly
hazardous pesticides.

ANNUAL REPORT 2025
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“ COUNTRY WORK - AMERICAS

We continue to work closely with the Pan American Health Organization (PAHO), WHO and FAQ to support
pesticide suicide prevention efforts across the Americas. Our work has now expanded beyond the Caribbean, with a
new consultant joining the team to advance initiatives in Latin American countries. This had led to consultations
with ten new countries, paving the way for potential future projects.

BRAZIL

We have been collaborating with key stakeholders to
reduce pesticide suicides and poisonings, especially in
Rio Grande do Sul. A webinar was organised with the
national health regulatory agency (ANVISA) for a
consultation with key stakeholders in health agencies
and academia on ways to reduce pesticide poisonings
and deaths.

The outcomes and follow-up consultation helped
identify priority actions to guide ANVISA in making
decisions on pesticide poisonings. We are now
supporting ANVISA and the University of Londrina to
carry out these activities.

Photo by Nexa on Adobe Stock

EL SALVADOR

Work has begun to review registered pesticides using
international safety criteria to identify highly
hazardous pesticides. We supported PAHO, FAO, and
UNEP, with an online workshop with government
agencies and universities to improve understanding and
coordination on preventing pesticide-related suicides
and poisonings.

Photo by Reese Braam on Unsplash

ECUADOR

We are supporting Ecuador to identify which
pesticides are causing the most harm in the country.
We are also partnering with PAHO, FAO and UNEP to
run online workshops for agencies and academics in
health, agriculture and the environment to address
severe pesticide poisonings, suicides and strategies to
reduce them.

GUYANA

A study was carried out to understand how pesticide
regulation, farming practices, and suicide prevention
are connected. The findings call for stronger
enforcement of pesticide laws, better suicide
prevention training, and improved access to less
harmful pest control methods. We also delivered
training to regulatory staff at the Pesticides and
Toxic Chemicals Control Board to identify highly
hazardous pesticides using the FAO tool, developed
in line with FAO/WHO criteria, and on updating the
national register accordingly.

CPSP  —— ANNUAL REPORT 2025 14



COUNTRY WORK - AMERICAS

HONDURAS

An initial review of registered pesticides using
international criteria has begun to identify highly
hazardous pesticides. A national consultant has been
hired to analyse local poisoning data and promote safer
alternatives. Together with PAHO, FAO, and UNEP,
CPSP held an online workshop with health, agriculture,
and environment agencies to improve coordination and
decision-making on pesticide safety and prevention.

Photo by Kavin on Adobe Stock

TRINIDAD & TOBAGO

A follow-up study by the University of West Indies
found broad agreement among people working in
agriculture and health that stronger systems are
needed to monitor pesticides and prevent suicides. The
research revealed gaps in communication and
coordination between agencies, as well as limited
awareness about banned pesticides. Although paraquat
was officially banned in 2021, it continues to be linked
to many suicide cases, underscoring the urgent need for
better enforcement and public awareness.

Photo by Mario Antonio on Adobe Stock

SURINAME

CPSP supported a national study on pesticide
use and its impact on people’s health,
revealing that over half of suicide cases at a
major hospital involved the pesticide
paraquat. The study highlighted the need for
stronger communication, coordination, and
community action to prevent such tragedies.
We provided training for staff at the
Pesticides Control Board to identify highly
hazardous pesticides and are now supporting
national authorities to develop a plan to limit
paraquat use, while promoting less toxic
alternatives as part of the country’s suicide
prevention efforts.

Photo by DisobeyArt on Adobe Stock
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REGIONAL GROUPINGS OF PESTICIDE REGULATORS

We are continuing to develop our work with regional groupings of pesticide regulators in Africa, and the
Caribbean. Our work in Southern and East Africa is supported by our delivery partner, the Centre for Environment
Justice and Development (CEJAD).

Southern African Pesticide Regulators' Forum (SAPReF)

CEJAD have taken a lead role in Southern Africa, supporting SAPReF to prepare a regional
HHP strategy. In July, the strategy was adopted by the Southern African Development
Community (SADC) Plant Protection Technical Committee during their annual meeting. The
next stage is the official adoption and approval of the strategy by the relevant SADC Sectoral
Council of Ministers.

East African Commission (EAC)

CEJAD has been supporting EAC to develop a regional strategy on highly hazardous
pesticides. In August, they participated in a workshop to finalize the strategy and provide
training on the FAQO Pesticides Registration Toolkit. Following the meeting, partner states

began a process of national validation for the strategy, to enable its adoption by the EAC
Council of Ministers in 2025.

West African Pesticides Registration Committee (WAPRC)

Building on our existing collaboration with WAPRC, in June we supported a regional workshop
on compliance and enforcement of pesticide regulation in West Africa. Held in Cape Verde, the
event brought together representatives from 16 West African countries, with CPSP delivering
a number of sessions. Follow-up meetings have since been conducted with individual
countries, including Ghana, Togo and Cape Verde, to discuss potential future collaborations.

Coordinating Group for the Pesticide Control Boards of the Caribbean (CGPC)

We continue to collaborate with CGPC while expanding our partnerships with individual
countries (see p11). Our regional efforts are further bolstered by our strong collaborations with
PAHO and with the University of the West Indies, which has recently completed a situational
analysis of pesticide poisoning in Guyana, Suriname, Trinidad & Tobago, and Barbados.
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GLOBAL ALLIANCE ON HIGHLY
HAZARDOUS PESTICIDES

Progress towards establishing a new Global Alliance on
Highly Hazardous Pesticides (GAHHPs) moved forward this
year at the UN Open-Ended Working Group meeting of the
Global Framework on Chemicals (GFC) in Uruguay, where

many countries expressed growing support.

CEJAD and CPSP actively called for strong representation of
low- and middle-income countries and urged governments to
accelerate its creation to help protect public health and the
environment. Key priorities included inclusive, transparent
governance, clear timelines, a monitoring system and
sufficient financial and technical support. The official launch
will take place in 2026 at the first Global Framework on
Chemicals (1C-1).

We are supporting international efforts to address highly
hazardous pesticides, including the implementation of the

Global Framework on Chemicals.

We work closely with our international collaborators,
including United Nations agencies, such as the FAO, WHO,
and UNEP.

What is the Global Alliance on
Highly Hazardous Pesticides
(GAHHPs)?

* GAHHPs is a new international

partnership established to reduce the risks of
pesticides that cause serious harm to human
health and the environment.

- Highly hazardous pesticides are particularly

dangerous chemicals that cause acute poisoning

that may be fatal, long-term ilinesses such as
cancer, and severe environmental damage,
including harming wildlife and contaminating soil
and water.

+ GAHHPs brings together governments, UN

agencies, civil society, academia and industry to
share information, promote safer alternatives, and
support countries, especially lower and middle-
income nations, in strengthening regulation and
phasing out lethal pesticides.

« The Alliance, which was endorsed at the

International Conference on Chemicals
Management in 2023, will provide a global
platform to coordinate action and help achieve the
target of phasing out highly hazardous pesticides
in agriculture and introduce safer alternatives.

CPSP  —— ANNUAL REPORT 2025 17



SPECIAL INTEREST PROJECTS

HUMAN RIGHTS

CPSP continues to highlight the serious health
risks of highly hazardous pesticides,
guestioning the distinction between ‘safe use’
and ‘misuse’. We are working to ensure that all
poisonings, whether unintentional (accidental),
intentional or occupational, are considered
equally by the government and industry and
that affected farmers and other people are not
overlooked.

We advocate a human rights-based approach to
empower farm workers and rural communities
and hold governments and industry to account.

This includes:

A phase-out of the concept of
in policy, research, and legislation.

Recognition that some pesticides are
to be used by small-holder farmers
in LMIC.

Measures to prevent
, recognising that deaths are due to
the availability of highly toxic pesticides.

Our team is analysing pesticide regulationin
low- and middle-income countries to taking
understand how they could better protect responsibility for the impact of their
small-holder farmers. By reviewing gaps and products on health and the environment.
inconsistencies in current policies, the work

. . . into
aims to provide a clearer picture of health and .. . . . . .
fety chall faced by farmi pesticide policies and regulations, including
safety ¢ 'a‘ ehges faced by tarming the FAO / WHO International Code of
communities. Conduct on Pesticide Management.
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SPECIAL INTEREST PROJECTS

COMMERCIAL DETERMINANTS OF HEALTH

We expanded our work this year to better
understand how the pesticide industry influences
science, policy-making and public health decisions.
Earlier this year, we published a scoping review in
Health Promotion International that showed how
corporate involvement can shape research and
policy in ways that often harm public health. CPSP
also shared these findings at a side event during the
World Health Assembly in May, helping to raise
global awareness on this issue. This work will help us

to identify opportunities for stronger safeguards and
healthier communities.

Professor Michael Eddleston sharing our work at
the World Health Assembly

IDENTIFYING ALTERNATIVES

CPSP is helping to identify alternatives to
highly hazardous pesticides. We support
PAN UK in its research and publication of
data to demonstrate the viability of
replacing key pesticides.

Image credit: Heshani Sothiraj Eddleston
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EXTERNAL ENGAGEMENT

FILM SCREENINGS

ATM - Any Time Money

The World Premiere of our film AT.M - Any Time
Money - was held in Andhra Pradesh, India in July.
The documentary tells the story of farmers in Andhra
Pradesh returning to natural farming to heal the soil,
reverse climate change, and provide a vision of hope
for the future of our food and planet.

The film premiere generated intense dialogue
amongst attendees from government, NGOs, and
farming communities, leading to the creation of a
State-level action committee to address the issue
and make farming more sustainable, while reducing
reliance on chemical pesticides. The film has since
been screened at several venues in India and the UK,
with more screenings planned.

The film was selected for the Nature Without
Borders and Green Screen International Film
Festivals.

An exploration of womanhood, virtue, m

shame, and suicide in Nepal
INFLUENCE

HER NAME WAS

SITA .

CcPsp —

GREEN
SCREEN

OFRICIAL SELECTION
27 a0

Countries Film People (. & o
worldwide screenings D:] reached /U@D\

ATM film screenings 2025

Her Name Was Sita

Our film from 2023, Her Name Was Sita,
continues to be screened with discussion panels
in countries across the world, fostering informed
discussion and dialogue around suicide.

Unmasking Influence

We co-hosted a screening of Unmasking
Influence, a film on how commercial corporations
shape research, policy and public knowledge,
often affecting health, equity and sustainability.
The film features CPSP colleagues and was co-
produced by one of our research fellows through
the Commercial Determinants Research Group.

ANNUAL REPORT 2025
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EXTERNAL ENGAGEMENT

FILMMAKING

Suicide & Grief

This year, our filmmaking efforts have centred on Kenya,
focusing on the personal, cultural and legal side of suicide

and grief.

In March, our filmmaker embarked on a pre-production
trip with CEJAD Kenya, meeting with families, religious
leaders, and mental health professionals to learn more

about challenges around suicide, grief, and mourning.

Filming our new documentary on suicide and grief in Kenya

Saving Lives - Michael Eddleston

We have produced a short film about Professor
Michael Eddleston, the founder of CPSP. In the film,
Michael talks about his 30-year commitment to
preventing deaths from poisoning, the origins of
CPSP and its impact in saving lives through research
and pesticide bans. The film will be released in early
2026.

CcPsp —

Image credit: Heshani Sothiraj Eddleston

Filming for the documentary took place in
November, capturing views from religious leaders,
mental health experts, lawyers and local
communities.

The documentary will highlight the recent
decriminalisation of self-harm and suicide, the role
of masculinity and societal expectations, stigma
around the hidden nature of suicide, and the need
for compassion, open conversations and changes in
the system to help save lives. The film will be
released in 2026.

Filming footage from Saving Lives - Michael Eddleston
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EXTERNAL ENGAGEMENT

COMMUNICATIONS

CPSP’s work is regularly promoted and shared across multiple communication channels, expanding our reach and

amplifying our impact.

2.2k

Monthly page
views on the
CPSP website

9.8k yy

Video views on

YouTube, 6.5% Tu b e

more than 2024

SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS

2~ >25

international

CcPsp —

events attended

Increase in m
followers across all

social media n o]
platforms, 111%

more than 2024.

22

Blogs & articles
published on CPSP
& external sites

\

Dr Keith Tyrell presenting at a CABI Regional
Conference in Africa & highlighting pesticide suicide
prevention

ANNUAL REPORT 2025 22



PUBLICATIONS

Research Papers
9 peer-reviewed publications

1. Nyakutsikwa B, Taylor PJ, Hawton K, Poole R, Weerasinghe M, Dissanayake K, Rajapakshe S, Hashini P, Eddleston

M, Konradsen F, Huxley P, Robinson C & Pearson M. Financial Stress Amongst People Who Self-Harm in Sri Lanka.
Archives of Suicide Research, 2024; 29:3, 700-717.
https://doi.org/10.1080/13811118.2024.2403499

2. Ghimire R, Sharma R, Bajracharya SR, Yadav M, Kazzi Z, Acharya B, Eddleston M & Kharel R. Challenges, progress,
and opportunities in clinical toxicology in Nepal: a narrative review. Toxicology Communications, 2025; 9:1.
https://doi.org/10.1080/24734306.2025.2452670

3.Rubbo B, Tu CY, Barrass L, Chang SS, Konradsen F, Gunnell D, Eddleston M, Metcalfe C, Knipe D. Preventing
suicide by restricting access to Highly Hazardous Pesticides (HHPs): A systematic review of international evidence
since 2017. PLOS Global Public Health, 2025; 5:2.

https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pgph.0003785

4. Malik AR, Ayub F, Ayub M, Eddleston M, Imran N. A retrospective five-year autopsy based study of suicide in
Punjab province of Pakistan. BMC Public Health. 2025 Feb 11;25(1):563.
https://doi: 10.1186/s12889-025-21647-1

5.Scholin L, Petticrew M, Collin J, Knipe D, Barry R, Eddleston M, Gunnell D, Pearson M, van Schalkwyk MCI.
Mapping commercial practices of the pesticide industry to shape science and policymaking: a scoping review. Health

Promotion International, 2025; 40:1.
https://doi.org/10.1093/heapro/daaf001

6. Rubbo B, Rajapakse T, Senarathna L, Pushpakumara J, Eddleston M, Metcalfe C, Knipe D. Trends of poisoning types
in Sri Lanka: descriptive analysis of hospital admissions data 2004-2019. BMC Public Health. 2025 Nov
14;25(1):3959.

https://doi: 10.1186/s12889-025-24349

7. Jonker M, Karunarathne A, Utyasheva L, Eddleston M, Konradsen F, Rother, HA Current pesticide suicide
surveillance methods used across the African continent: a scoping review. BMJ Journals, 2025
https://doi: 10.1136/bmjopen-2021-055923

8. Ackson Kapeleka J, Vera Ngowi A, Mng’anya S, Willis SE, Salmon JP, Tyrell, K, Williamson S, Eddleston, M, Stuart,
AM Assessment of Unintentional Acute Pesticide Poisoning (UAPP) Amongst Cotton Farmers in Tanzania. Toxics,
2025 Apr 11;13(4):300

https://doi: 10.3390/toxics13040300

9. Utyasheva L, Amarasinghe P, Eddleston, M. Paraquat at 63—the story of a controversial herbicide and its
regulations: It is time to put people and public health first when regulating paraquat, BMC Public Health, 2025
https://doi: 10.1186/s12889-025-23830-w

All our latest publications can be found on the CPSP website www.centrepsp.org/category/publications.
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https://doi.org/10.1080/24734306.2025.2452670
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s12889-025-21647-1
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s12889-025-24349-w
https://www.mdpi.com/2305-6304/13/4/300
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1186/s12889-025-23830-w
https://centrepsp.org/category/publications/centre-publication/
https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pgph.0003785
https://doi.org/10.1093/heapro/daaf001
https://bmjopen.bmj.com/content/12/8/e055923
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https://uk.linkedin.com/company/centrepsp
https://facebook.com/CentrePesticideSuicidePrevention
https://instagram.com/centrepsp
https://youtube.com/channel/UCKY6cwYXUuYXpNnxbl5rp4g
https://youtube.com/channel/UCKY6cwYXUuYXpNnxbl5rp4g
https://bsky.app/profile/edinuni-cpsp.bsky.social
https://bsky.app/profile/edinuni-cpsp.bsky.social

